Points to note when enrolling in a non-local course

Information
for Students

General information

According to the Non-local Higher and Professional Education
(Regulation) Ordinance, Cap 493 (“the Ordinance”) , non-local higher
and professional education courses (“non-local courses”) are courses
conducted in Hong Kong which lead to the award of non-local higher
academic qualifications (i.e. sub-degree, degree, postgraduate or
other post-secondary qualifications) by non-local institutions, or
non-local professional qualifications (i.e. qualifications in respect of
professions in disciplines specified in Schedule 2 to the Ordinance and
include professional titles and memberships of professional bodies) by
non-local professional bodies.

To protect local consumers by guarding against the launching of
non-local courses in Hong Kong which do not fulfil the registration
criteria, and to enhance Hong Kong” s reputation as a community
which values reliable and internationally recognized academic and
professional standards, non-local courses are regulated by the
Ordinance and its subsidiary legislation. The major areas of regulation
concern the standard of the non-local courses, advertisements,
payment and refund arrangements of the fee charged, and premises in
Hong Kong in which the courses are fo be conducted. All non-local
courses are required to be registered or exempted from registration
under the Ordinance.

Most of the non-local courses registered under the Ordinance are
courses leading to the award of non-local higher academic
qualifications. These registered courses have fulfilled the following
major registration criteria -

o The institution to award the non-local qualification is a non-local
institution recognized in the home country; and

o Effective measures are in place to ensure that the standard of
the course is maintained at a level comparable with a course
conducted in the home country leading to the same qualification
and is recognized as such by that institution, the academic
community in that country and the relevant accreditation authority
in that country (if any).

Subject to the compliance with relevant requirements under the
Ordinance, non-local courses conducted in collaboration with the local
institutions of higher education specified in Schedule 1 to the
Ordinance are exempted from registration.

Meanwhile, “purely distance learning courses” which are conducted
solely through the delivery of mail, transmission of information by
means of telecommunication or sale of materials in commercial
outlets, efc. but without the institutions, professional bodies or their
agents being physically present in Hong Kong to deliver any lectures,
tutorials or examinations, etc. are not required to be registered under
the Ordinance.

The registration or exemption from registration of a non-local course
under the Ordinance, however, does not on its own confer any
particular standing to the course or comparability to a
locally-accredited local programme. The recognition of any non-local
qualification for employment or further studies is a matter within the
discretion of individual employers or academic institutions.

For more information about non-local courses, please visit the website
of Non-local Higher and Professional Education Courses at
www.edb.gov.hk/ncr, or contact the Non-local Courses Registry through
the enquiry hotline at (852)2520 0255 or (852)2520 0559 or

email address at enquiry_ncr@edb.gov.hk.

@ Choose courses which are registered or exempted from
registration. Do not pay any fee or charge before you make sure
that the course is registered or exempted from registration.

© Check if the advertisement of a registered course bears the
registration number and that of an exempted course has stated
clearly that it is an exempted course.

© Check if the letter of acceptance bears the name of the operator,
the non-local institution and the course.

® Check the payment and refund arrangements before signing any
documents or making payments, and obtain receipts from the
operator after making any payment.

@ Understand that registration/ exemption from registration of a
course does not on its own confer any particular standing fo the
course or comparability to a locally-accredited local programme,
and that it is a matter of discretion for individual employers to
recognize any qualification to which the course may lead.

@ Understand that some of the registered/exempted courses are
locally accredited by the Hong Kong Council for Accreditation of
Academic and Vocational Qualifications under the Hong Kong
Qualifications Framework and listed on the Qualifications Register.

o Ifthe course you are inferested in is to be delivered in distance
learning mode which does not require o be registered under the
Ordinance, you are strongly advised to check with the course
provider/operator on the course details, in particular the
qualification to be obtained, the payment and refund
arrangements of the fee charged before making payment.
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